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DRAFT			Cornhill Parish Council

Minutes of a meeting held on Thursday, 10th September 2026,
at 6.30pm in the Village Hall


Present:	Cllrs. Stephanie Carrington (Chair), David Richmond, Mark Crouch,
		Paul Smith, Anne Legge, Clerk Angela Hallam-Baker.
In attendance:      County Cllr. Patrick Lambert, Rev’d Rob Kelsey.

1.  Apologies for absence were received from Martin and Elizabeth Devon, and
PC Dan Perry.

2.  Declarations of Interest / Requests for Dispensation:   none

3.  The minutes of the meeting held on 9th July 2026 were agreed and signed following an amendment to minute no. 8 referred to below.

4.  Matters arising from the minutes:
· Village well  -  no further progress – Stephanie to contact David Heslop.
· Tree is still safe from falling.   It will be ascertained as to who owns the land.
· Security lights outside Rickerbys –  currently no further issues.
· Street lights in Station Gardens – the clerk had written to NCC to ask for alternate lights to be switched off and guards put on the remaining ones.   She had received no reply, and it was suggested that Anne should get in touch in directly.
· Hedge cutting on the village green – Stephanie would contact Archie to do this and trim the cotoneaster.   Volunteers would be asked to help with clearing of the debris and John Laing if he would remove this, and a date would need to be set convenient to all parties.
· Donaldsons Lodge speeding traffic – the clerk has written to the Police to enquire about hand-held cameras.   She had not heard back, but it was stated at this meeting that training would need to be undertaken, and so the matter was left.
· Speeding from the roundabout on to A697 – the clerk would ask Richard Mackenzie to visit and discuss this and have the speed signs moved.   She would report the bad road surface to Fix-My-Street.
· Overhanging vegetation covering road signs – the clerk reported that she could not find any, and it was thought that this had been dealt with by NCC.
· Cornhill Community website – the clerk would discuss the problem with the web host.

5.  Financial Report:
The clerk distributed copies of the income & expenditure account since the last meeting showing a credit balance at the bank of £6,718.09 including reserves of £3,000.00.   It was agreed not to add to the reserves at this time.

6.  Internet banking – the clerk had submitted the form to the Bank of Scotland Customer Support Unit in Leeds in order to have the signatories amended.   She had not received a reply, and could only reach a recorded message by phone, and therefore suggested that she and David make an appointment with the Bank in Berwick to sort this out.

7.  Register of Interest forms:
NCC had issued new longer forms to be completed.   However, the information on the original forms completed by parish councillors when they attained office remains the same and there would be nothing further to add.

8.  Planning:
Ref:  26/02619/FUL – Erection of rear extension and internal improvements at Melkington Lodge, and Ref:  26/0272/LBC – Listed Building Consent for proposed internal alterations and demolition of existing single storey utility, etc.
There had been no objections submitted by CPC, and decisions would be passed on when received.

9.  Station Gardens Play Area:     
Further to discussion at the last meeting, it was agreed that tidying up is required.   As well as his regular mowing, the appointed gardener would be asked to strim where necessary, including around the hopscotch flag stones.    Paul agreed to keep an eye on the swings and tighten up the screws as required.
It was noted that more children have moved into Station Gardens with an age group of 2 to 11 years, and the play area is being well-used – a good reason to keep it going.   The village green is always open for children to play ball games, and can be safely reached by using the  track from the back of the Station Gardens housing estate to Rickerbys and crossing the A698 Berwick road above the roundabout and follow the pavement to St. Helen’s Gardens.
The clerk was informed that the dog mentioned in item 8 of the 9th July 2026 minutes is not considered to be dangerous, but is never on a lead, which is a requirement by law, and does not answer to recall by its owner.  This can possibly frighten some people and some dogs which are on leads.   The clerk would write to the owners and ask that their dog be on a lead when in a public place.

10. Village Green:
After having no success with numerous applications to NCC for registration as a Village Green, it was agreed to leave the matter.   Since the land is designated as a playing field, it would appear that it cannot be used for other than recreational purposes.

11. Cornhill Community Action:
The minutes of the recent CCA meeting held on 19th August 2026 were circulated to CPC, containing a detailed account of activities and progress at the Centre.
Referring to the question of parking, the trustees and tenants considered that it is not necessary to paint white lines for parking spaces, since there has never been a problem with parked cars.   However, it was pointed out that space needs to be left for access and exit at the  end of the row of cars parked facing the village green.   Some indication to keep this space open would be required.   The Parish Council thought it unnecessary to erect a speed restriction sign, but agreed that a Parking at Own Risk sign would be advisable.   If residents parked their cars overnight, a fee should be charged.
On making enquiries about installing solar panels, it was ascertained that it would be not economically viable for the Centre building.


12.  County Councillor’s Report:
Berwick new hospital  -  Cllr. Lambert reported that delays in the construction of the new Berwick hospital are ongoing.   Robertson Construction, the company which will take over the building work, cannot continue until they have a signed indemnity for the previous work from the original building company which had had to abandon its involvement.  Reportedly, their construction is deemed to be bad.   NCC has invested £25 million in the project.

Berwick Middle and Tweedmouth Middle Schools closed on 31st August 2026.   The next day 26 windows were found to have been broken.   The middle School pupils will attend the new high school which is in the course of construction, but the main building was not ready for the beginning of term.   

The question of numerous blocked drains within the parish was raised.   Cllr. Lambert advised that these should be reported via Fix-My-Street.

13.  Police Report:
‘Since the last meeting on 9th July the Cornhill parish has recorded an extremely low number of crimes. One crime that I believe is relevant is within the rural Cornhill area where unknown persons have attended farmland to poach and have caused damage to fencing and worry to livestock. This activity will potentially continue to occur in our rural area due to the season and subsequent harvest, so can I please ask residents to be vigilant and report any suspicious behaviour. There have been no reports of anti-social behaviour that are relevant to the parish council meeting.

From a wider perspective. Further south within North Northumberland there have been several thefts from farm and private premises where motor cars, motor bikes and property have been stolen. I am advising you of this in the spirit of crime prevention.  It has been some geographical distance from Cornhill. I would like residents to report any suspicious persons and/ or vehicles and to ensure their property is kept secure. Investigation into the recent reports is ongoing.    Should there be any issues then please let me know’.

14.  Questions submitted by parishioners:    none

15.  Any other business:
· Footpath signage by the Coldstream fishing beat   -   Stephanie had received a request from Barry Clapham to improve the signage to the fishing hut.   It appears that a lot of pedestrians are using the footpath upstream under the bridge towards the hut instead of following the public footpath downstream.   This is resulting in dog fouling and annoyance to the fishermen.   Stephanie would speak to Mr. Clapham informing him that this is not a matter for the parish council and suggesting that he installs a more specific sign to the fishing hut, stating if he wishes ‘Private Property’.  
· Eucalyptus tree on roundabout   -   it was not known who had planted this tree,  and it was agreed that the clerk should try to find out who and for what reason.   Permission should have been requested.   If the tree had to be removed for whatever reason, Paul agreed to plant it in his garden.   
· Parking on A698 adjacent to the village shop   -   this was becoming a danger to pedestrians crossing the road and to vehicles exiting the parking area outside the shop.   In spite of a notice by the bus shelter below the church stating no parking on the verge, this was being ignored.
· Litter pick   -   Saturday, 26th September, 10.00am meeting outside the village shop.   The clerk would put a notice on the PC board (also at Donaldsons Lodge) asking for volunteers.   She would ask Lynda to look out the equipment stored at the shop.   
16.  Date of next meeting:    Thursday, 12th November 2026, 6.30pm at the Village Hall.   Since dog training classes are now taking place in the Hall on Thursday evenings, attendees to the meeting are asked to use the side door to avoid disturbing the dogs.

This concluded the business of the meeting which was closed at 7.35pm.



Signed……………………………………………


Date……………………………………………..


