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 DRAFT			Cornhill Parish Council

Minutes of a meeting held on 12th March 2026
at 6.30pm in the Village Hall


Present:	Cllrs. Stephanie Carrington, David Richmond, Mark Crouch,
	            Paul Smith, Anne Legge, Clerk Angela Hallam-Baker
In attendance:  County Cllr. Patrick Lambert

1.  Apologies for absence were received from Martin and Elizabeth Devon,
Joanne Taylor, Rev. Rob Kelsey

2.  Declaration of Interest:  none
     Request for Dispensation:  none

3.  The minutes of the meeting held on 11th September 2025, which had been agreed at the 11th December meeting, were signed.
      The minutes of the meeting held on 11th December 2025 were agreed and    signed.

4.  Matters arising from the minutes:
· Planning Application Ref:  25/04278/FUL – a subsequent vote by the councillors on the application resulted in 3 against and 2 in favour.  However, the decision by NCC Planning was confirmed that the application is permitted.
· Village Well  -   It was not known whether the Trust would be prepared to fund the restoration.   If the Parish Council agreed to take possession of the well, this would involve transfer and maintenance costs.   The heavy traffic using the road adjacent to the Well might prove to be a problem for pedestrians viewing the well.   Providing a footpath would involve excavating the bank and a retaining wall being built.  Cllr. Lambert suggested that there may be a possibility of money being available from the Lower Tweed Trail Project.   He would keep the Parish Council informed.
It was confirmed that the flooding by the bridge at the bottom of the hill is on the LTP list to be dealt with.
· Tree on the Campfield road  -  Stephanie was still waiting for a tree surgeon to undertake its removal.
· Village Green registration – Cllr. Lambert had sent 6 emails to NCC Legal Dept. with no result.   The clerk suggested that Open Spaces might be approached.
· Street lights  -  the clerk had requested NCC to have these dimmed, and was told that they are dimmed between 11.00pm and 6.00am.   The residents affected by them stated that this does not happen, and they are still bright enough at 1.00am to provide enough light in facing bedrooms not to require the house lights to be switched on.   
The clerk had written to Rickerbys regarding the brightness of their security lights.   No reply received.   These lights apparently switch off at 1.00am.  Cllr. Lambert suggested contacting Fix-my-Street for both these
problems.
· Speeding from the roundabout on the Wooler A697 road  -  it was reported that crossing the road was dangerous due to vehicles accelerating after the roundabout.   The distance from the roundabout to the deregulation sign is too short and should be moved.   Cllr. Lambert agreed to discuss this with County Cllr. Mark Mather, Cabinet Member for Roads and Highways.

5.  Planning:
· Ref:  25/04278/FUL – Dwelling on land NE of The Stables – permitted.
· Ref:  25/03620/FUL  -  Alterations to Sleggerton House  -  permitted.
· Ref:  26/00099/FUL  -  Installation of package sewage treatment plant at New Heaton – permitted as long as Footpath No. 8 is protected.

6.  Donaldson’s Lodge:
· Interactive speed sign – Swarco engineer requested to visit, but no report from him.   The sign is still only working intermittently.   It was agreed that Elspeth Gilliland an Mick Plunkett be asked to keep a log of when the sign is working and not working, and that this be forwarded to Swarco.
· The cherry tree stump has been removed and a new tree planted, and the tree adjacent to 10 Sunnyside has been pruned.

7.  Financial Report:
The clerk circulated a statement of income and expenditure since the last meeting showing a credit balance to date of £3,421.35.   The only payment expected before the year end at 31st March 2026 is the clerk’s quarterly honorarium.   
Stephanie suggested that the sum of £3,000 be invested in a high interest account, but at this is not permitted for parish councils, it would instead be ring-fenced in the Bank of Scotland current account.

8.  Questions submitted by parishioners:  none.

9.  CCA Report:
A report submitted by Martin and Elizabeth Devon stated that:  
 “everything is running very smoothly at the Centre and the building is often very busy.   We have repaid the loan to the William Leech charity and so are now financially independent.   There is another loan outstanding but there is no rush for repayment of that.
The community fund has £875 for community use and could be used to help with the maintenance of the village green or for any worthy project.” 

A further  message was received from Elizabeth, as follows:

We are planning to organise a Summer Fair again this year, provisionally on Sunday July 26th. It will be on the Village Green. I have spoken to David Bryant at The Collingwood and he had not planned to organise a Fair this year at the hotel but he is very happy to have a stall, or something on the Green. It will be to raise money for the Community Fund and maybe another charity of choice. Last year the money was for the Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme at Berwick High School.

So far, I have help from Lynda at the shop and two of the Centre tenants, Maggie and Joanne but they assure me that the others will 'do something'.

As far as the Community Fund is concerned, please can it be known that there is some money for small requests, for example, anything needed at the Village Hall, Festive lights . . . ?


10.  County Councillor’s Report:
Cllr. Lambert reported that Council Tax had increased by 4.99%.
A budget of £113 million over 3 years -  £11.5 million from the Government, and the rest from the council tax payers.   2% would be allocated to adult care.
£11-12 million overspend predicted.   £18m saving needed.
Roads – major work needed.   Repairs have been done badly.   Excess water needs to be removed from the roads, as this freezes and causes the surface to break up.   Cllr. Mark Mather is the Cabinet Member for Roads and Highways and in charge of road repairs, etc.   
Cllr. Lambert is a member of the Audit & Scrutiny Committee, and reported that In Advance Northumberland, instead of paying off its debt, is starting up a new Growth Fund.
11.  Police Report:
Recorded crime within Cornhill since the last meeting on 11th December 2025 is extremely low. There has been one reported theft of vehicle batteries, but this would appear specific to the premises concerned and I do not see it as being a wider concern for the Cornhill community. There have not been any specific crime trends within neighbouring parishes that I feel the council and community need to be aware of. Of course, if this were to change, I would let you know.
There have been no reports of anti-social behaviour over the same period.
Since you previously reported the trailer and van parked in Station Gardens It has been removed and should no longer cause any problems.
12.  Any other business:
· Abandoned camper van  -  this van has been parked on CPC land at the Cornhill Centre since 27th October 2025 in spite of several letters and a telephone call asking for its removal.   It was therefore agreed that a further letter should be delivered by the clerk demanding its removal by 20th March 2026, otherwise a parking charge would be levied.   The letter should ask for the name and address of the owner of the van (apparently the daughter of the occupier of No. 7 St. Helen’s Gardens).  If the van is not removed by the given date, proceedings will start to have the van towed away and scrapped.
· Grass cutting on the Village Green  -  it was agreed that David Waite should be asked to continue cutting the grass for 2026.   He is prepared to continue to charge the same rate as last year - £40.00 per cut.
· Hedge cutting on the Village Green  -  exactly which hedge tops and sides need to be cut must be marked out so quotes can be obtained.   The clerk to discuss with Stephanie.
· Fallen tree(s) on the railway line  -  it was reported that at least one tree is down on the railway line.   It is believed that this section belongs to Todds of Barelees, and the clerk would contact them.
· Possible screen for planning applications  -  this would be looked into.
· Recording meetings  -  Mark suggested that meetings could be recorded  -  this would also be looked into.
· Community Governance Review 2026 – Public Consultation:  a questionnaire is available on line from NCC to access the views of residents on the future of parish community governance.
	Cllr. Lambert stated that many parish councils are capable of taking care of their   	parishes and assessing what needs to be done.   Whereas they appreciate support 	given by NCC, they consider that they know their own areas better and do not want to 	be dictated to.   They wish to run their own websites and work at minimum cost.   It 	was agreed that this should be communicated to NCC as part of the consultation.

13.  Date of next meeting:   Thursday, 14th May 2026 at 6.30pm in the Village Hall.
The first meeting will be the Annual Parish Meeting, followed by the May ordinary Parish Council meeting.

This concluded the business of the meeting which was closed at 8.00pm.




Signed…………………….

Date………………………




	













	


