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DRAFT			Cornhill Parish Council
Minutes of the meeting held on Thursday, 14th May 2026,
at 7.00pm in the Village Hall


Present:	Cllrs. Stephanie Carrington (Chair), David Richmond, Mark Crouch,
		Paul Smith, and Clerk Angela Hallam-Baker
In attendance:     County Cllr. Patrick Lambert, Martin and Elizabeth Devon

1.  Apologies for absence were received from Cllr. Anne Legge, Rev’d Rob Kelsey,
and PC Dan Perry.

2.  Declarations of Interest / Request for Dispensation:  none

3.  The minutes of the meeting held on 12th March 2026:
Under Recording Meetings, it was noted that this suggestion was brought up by Paul, not by Mark, as stated.   The minutes were then agreed and signed as a true record.

4.  Matters arising from the Minutes:
· Village well  -  David Heslop had contacted Patrick enquiring about the possibility of improving the footpath down the side of the B6350.   Work was currently being carried out on the road, and Patrick stated that there might be finance available from the Lower Tweed Trail project.   Some strimming had been done, and it was suggested that a solid white line might be a safety measure for pedestrians.   Stephanie to speak to David Heslop.
· Tree on Campfield road  -  Stephanie would contact the landowner to ask whether he has yet obtained a date from the tree surgeon.
· Village Green registration  -  the clerk had looked into the possibility of registering the Green with Open Spaces.   According to the website,” building would be allowed but heavily restricted, requiring legal processes, planning permission and often public consultation.   Development is usually only permitted if the space is deemed surplus requirements, or if the loss is replaced with equivalent or better, more accessible provision”.   The clerk would seek more information.
· Street lights  -  it appears that the dimming reported by NCC is not correct.   The clerk had received no reply from Rickerbys about their light, and would write to the boss, Grant Burnett with copy to Neil Douglas, local manager.
· Speeding from the roundabout  -  Patrick would pursue this with Cllr. Mark Mather, Cabinet Member for Roads and Highways.
· Donaldsons Lodge speed sign  -  this has been repaired and is now working.
· Abandoned camper van at the Cornhill Centre  -  this has now been removed.
· Hedge cutting on the Village Green  -  it is necessary to wait until the end of August to cut the main hedges.   It was suggested that a working party might be formed to clear the cuttings and that John Laing would be asked if he would provide a trailer and remove them.   No reply had been received from Archie re trimming the hedge by the wicket gate and the cotoneaster and Stephanie would speak to him about this.
· Fallen tree on railway line  -  this has been removed.
· Possible screen for planning applications  -  a screen is available in the Village Hall if it becomes necessary to show planning applications, but these are available on line and can be examined before meetings.
· Recording meetings  -  no decision.

5.  Financial Report:
The clerk presented the income and expenditure statement since the last meeting showing a credit balance of £6,026.99 to date.   It was noted that £3,000 of this is ear-marked as reserves.

6.  Budget for 2026-2027  -  it was agreed to add 5% to the costs of the main expenses.

7.  County Councillor’s Report:
Patrick reported that repairs, etc. were currently being undertaken on the A698 at Donaldsons Lodge and the B6350 Wark road.   He stated that the NCC North Area Manager for Roads and Highways is Dillon Handyside, and the officer in charge of bins and rubbish is Tommy McLoughlin.
The new school in Berwick is to be built further up the hill, and a new Headmistress has been appointed.
A new contractor has been engaged to carry on with the building of the new hospital, the former having been put into administration by HMRC.   It is estimated that the hospital will be functional by May 2027.
Patrick had to leave the meeting at 7.35pm to attend another parish council annual meeting, and he was thanked for his attendance and information supplied.

8.  Community Governance Review 2026:  
The consultation questionnaire had been distributed to the parish councillors for their attention.   The clerk had submitted her answers following discussion at the previous meeting
(answers attached).

9.  Cornhill Community Website:
The website had suddenly lost a lot of information.   The clerk therefore contacted the Host/Administrator, Jim Nuttall, to discuss this.   It was decided to add the necessary items and delete those out of date.   Additions included a link to Cornhill Community Action and the A34 bus timetable.
The clerk suggested that a more attractive and informative photograph should replace the rather drab photo of the Collingwood Arms.   The owners would be asked if they would like to have a link to the hotel.   The councillors were asked what photograph they would like to replace the current one, and it was agreed that an aerial shot would be suitable.   These can be accessed at Cornhill History Society on Aerial Views page.

10.  Cornhill Community Action Report:
The CCA Status Report, May 14th 2026, was submitted by Martin (attached).
Martin added that in its 3rd year, the Centre’s financial status is completely secure, and the Centre has a good community of tenants.   It was also stated that the weeds on the bank behind the building require to be removed.
The CCA Annual General Meeting will be held at The Cornhill Centre on Wednesday, 27th May, at 6.30pm, and the Cornhill Summer Fair will be held on the Village Green on Sunday, 26th July.   An Open Day is planned for the autumn.


11.  Police Report: 
Since the last meeting on the 12th of March, crime recorded within Cornhill has been extremely low. Notably most crime recorded should only affect those individuals directly involved. Slightly further out from Cornhill village itself there has been two incidents of rural thefts including a theft of quad bikes and theft of tools. The investigation into the quad bike theft is on going and relevant quads have been recovered by the police, and we have made an arrest. It is a reminder to keep our property secure and report any suspicious persons and or vehicles. Also, in a nearby residential area there has been a report of a theft of heating oil. Given the high prices of oil at this time this is also a matter where I would advise residents to keep their tanks secure and once again remain vigilant. At present this does appear to be an isolated incident.   There have been no reports of anti-social behaviour. 
12.   Any other business:
· Drain by roundabout  -  the drain is covered by vegetation and a parishioner has asked for it to be cleared.   David and Mark agreed to do this, but it was considered necessary to have a documented guarantee that councillors would be protected in the event of a lodged complaint. The clerk would check with the PC’s insurance company..   They are already covered for any injuries sustained whilst working for the Parish Council.  
· Sewage previously reported running through Paul’s field  -  Paul stated that the water is currently continuously running clear.
· Off grid – Powering People Project  -   a request had been received from Mr. John Bogue to talk about this project which aims to map every off-grid property in Northumberland.   He was told by the clerk that the councillors are all connected to the grid, but his advertising poster would be publicised on the village notice board and website.   It was suggested that the old railway cottage on the line adjacent to the A698 road is not connected to the grid.   The clerk would try to find out the address and occupants, thought to be by the name Richardson.
· Litter picking  -  this was arranged for Saturday, 6th June – meet at the Village Shop at 10.00am.   It was understood that the shop houses the equipment:  high-viz jackets, litter pickers, black bags and maybe gloves, but suggested people bring their own gloves.   A notice would be put in the shop and on the notice board.   It was understood that Mick Plunkett and Paul Allinson had already volunteered to help.


The meeting was closed at 8.15pm, and the next meeting scheduled for Thursday, 9th July.





Signed…………………………………………………   Date………………………………..


   
